HEA

HIGHER EDUCATION AUTHORITY

From Assessment to Impact:
Institutional Open Publishing at Innopharma Education

Colm O’Connor & Jennifer Manning — Innopharma Education

Innopharma Insights — Open Access Contribution Snapshot

Aims & Objectives

Elevate learner scholarship — provide a distinctive,
student-centred, research-informed open journal.

Embed critical reflection — systematically embed
peer assessment and professional scholarly
communication in the curriculum.

Bridge professional practice — connect emerging
academics and professionals with scholarly
discourse on regulatory and industry practice.

Advance open education — demonstrate evidence
for the viability of institutional open publishing for
learners.

Cultivate professional capacity — equip learners
and staff to evaluate, critique, and facilitate open
publishing.

Overview

Project Overview

Innopharma Insights is an institutionally led, open-
access journal established to publish the research and
professional reflections of our learners on
contemporary issues in the pharmaceutical, life
sciences, and technology sectors.

Alignment with Open Education Priorities

Open publishing - student engagement - OER
scholarship - equity - access - open pedagogy -
capability building.

Impact & Evidence (2025-2026)
® Two issues published (Jan 2025 & Jan 2026)

B 13 student-led contributions

® |nstitutional profile raising & staff CPD in editorial
practice
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All articles freely available under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 (CC BY
4.0)

Open Outputs

Innopharma Insights Journal

Fully open-access digital publication via our
institutional repository, under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International licence — all articles
freely available and re-usable.

Digital Scholarship Resources

® From Assessment to Impact — a guide for
Innopharma Insights

® From Dissertation to Citation — article pathway
® From Dissertation to Canonical Literature Review

® Complete editorial assessment framework

Licensing & Persistent Access

All journal content and editorial resources are
available under Creative Commons licensing for
persistent, open access.

Open Education: Supporting Policy and Practice
20 May 2026 - Maynooth Technological University
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2024 ongoing 2025 ongoing

v Open professional development & capacity building
v Open institutional recognition
v Librarian guidance & critical evaluation

v Assessment reframed as community scholarship

Quality & Scholarly Approach

A developmental, manuscript-led editorial process
bridging the transition from assessment into authentic
scholarship.

Peer Review & Feedback Loop

Curated editorial screening ensures scope, clarity, and
rigour; guided revision and step-by-step author
support ground submissions in scholarly practice.

Accessibility & Persistent Access

Clear headings, accessible language, DOls, and
transparent editorial processes enhance utility and
discoverability across institutional and open archives.

Contributor Support & Recognition

Editorial and manuscript-development guidance
celebrates contributions, offering professional-level
publishing experiences to all student authors.

Impact & Future Direction

Innopharma Insights bridges the gap between learner
assessment and authentic scholarship — generating
original research insights, strengthening linkages
across education practice and industry, and creating a
platform for learners to showcase their intellectual
contributions on a public stage.

Through presentations at the HEA Open Education
conference, CONUL, and engagement with sector
partners, Innopharma has positioned open
institutional publishing as a sustainable path forward
for student-centred, research-informed scholarship.

Colm O’Connor - colm@innopharma.ie - +353 (0) 51 143 6573
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